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"TREATISE OF CHRISTIAN 
RIGHTEOVSNES, WRITTEN FIRST 
inthe Frenchrongue by CA. I. de { Eſpine, & 
tranſlaredinto English by 7. Feilde, for the 
_ comfort of afflictedcon! iences,'very nece(- 
fatie and*ptofitable to beread of all Chrifli- — | 
ns, as We for eſtablishing them intherrue. 
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Loc heretheioy of C 
laid vp withinthis booke: | 
Torteache the way that leadesto life, 
whereonech man n may looke. 
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AND MY VERY DEARE 
FREND THE LADY ELIZABETH 
Tervyhit 7. F. vviſheth encreaſe of podlines , and 
conſtancy inthe true religion of Chriſtto the ende 
-  andinthe ende. 

dns Toht vvorshipfull, &f my ve- 
Pfr nes abort hetnre. 
1-5: MG. this litle treatiſe of Chri- 
LS \ y tran righteouſnes, as it vvas 
guar voritten inthe Frenche 
tongue] tooke great cafort init, & thought 
it to be very nece(ſaryy to be turned into 
Englishe for the benefite of Chriſtes poore 
Church. 1 therfore as occaſion ſerued at con- 
wenient times , performed that I purpoſed, 
 wwuherein1 haue ſtudied to be as ſample ad 
plaine (becauſe of the unlearned) as poſſibly 
the matter & phraſe of that tongue vvould 
ſuffer me . 1 am not ignoraunt vubat an 
bard thing it is to tranſlate vuell, and con- 
fraryuviſe, howy eaſie a thing it ts for ene- 
29 carping Momus, or ignoraunt 7oilus to.. 


w 
= 
% 
Gp 
wr 
PF 
ft; 
ry 
wy; 
je 
5 
bs 
44 
7 
% 
* 


» 


[Ul 


_— (abs. NA Re a4” _ I" 
; þ 4 | ay ——_ i, TI . 
y (. MES 2 *.- ">. 
EY : RAS do I 
: * » - We # FLY ny oy 4 raft 
OG Ty © OE IB Fogg ies 
7 Pr3Fc ani. it 
IS - © x” os De ? 
. : = Ka : % 
5 \ 
- 
- Bet + _ 
_ 
= of : \ 
. ” ; 
” . 


vvubatſoener hath ben,zs,or s 
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finde fault : but herem 1 shall as God shall 4- 
(iſt me, arme my {elfe Tap pes to beare 

halbe layd wpor 
me . Thu only shall cofort me that 1 wualke 
not before men, but before God: in vuheſe 
preſence 1proteſt, that accordng to the ſim- 
ple knowledge he hath giuen me ," 1 haue 


dealt ſimply and ſincerely. Of all vanities 
eſteeme it the greateſt, to hange wppon the 


blaſtes of mens monthes . They that are that 
wvaye caried higheſt, and haue not the te- 
ſtimony of good conſciences, neither ſeeke to 
approne themſelues to God, to vuhom they 
muſt ſtand or faule, they shall finde no com- 
fort in it inthe day of death. It litle anaileth 
aman to be inſtified of the wyhole uvyorlde, 
and to be condemned before God . Therefore ' 


God giue vs grace to woalke as in his pre- 


of Goa: firſt that they may be a teſtimony to 
Afro ieeioitny wo 
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1, - >.  -+. 0; earns. - 3. 
Js # the religion of Chriſt Jeſi:.. 
Then, of myÞ den duticand g; { v1 
touvaraes you . And I moſt humbly beſeeche 
you in the eyes 4, 


es and (ight of the whole 


wroorlde, #7 nat y OW 0, / antly and inuolably # 
bolde'.and keepe that bleſſed hope of your 
Tefl lleronc dots dim mercy huh 
aravven you out of the ſinke and mier of 
Poperie, andof the, a w/vorshippe of God 
(wuberto, as to her wices 


other wices vue are moſt 
a by nate) tether rhyme 


Chriſt, 


te A gr FT 
| _ | OR Was 
$4 
FARARKED, 


ly and con-. 
ly thanke him for it . Ackyouvuledee 
it the greateſt benefit that ener in mercy he 
 conlde haue beſtouwvedwppon you . Bevvare 
of the world, that maketh leaſt accompt of 
 - thimoſt excellent , and wuaighty thinge. 
Stuay by all meanes oy wvere this holy &+ 
_ excellent callinge , that your religion maye 
Shine as _— ne in B20 Dig | 
an holy connerſation as in a ſincere profeſ- 
ſton. Knovv aſſuredly that vuhere the truth 
of: God raigneth, there the ki of S4- 
than decaieth, the ſtrength of ſinne abateth, 
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| Jeſus 


fo be ſealed vp through him( as 1 doubt not 
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6 The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


Teſws Chriſt by the ſcepter of his holy word 
fed fic way cwvokah, to the 
daily mortifying of the outuuard man, and. 
quickening the invvard, to the brideling & 
maiſtering of the affettions of the minattill 
it be renued,reformed & chaunged into hs 
holy obedience, and ſo by litle and litle be 
tranſlated into his kingdome . And till this 
be brought to paſſe , you shall neuer feele. 
vuhat Chriftes righteouſnes i (owobich # 
our only happynes )vvherof thus booke ſo no-. 
rably & comfortably entreateth.-The'Lorde, 
open your harte, aud 'grue you UnAer- | 
ſtanding in all his miſfterces,that you may ſee. 
his great glorie, till you maye comprehe; 


 wvithall Sajintts the height, depth, wuidth 


analength of his glorious righteouſnes, lay- 
ing holde pon it through alinely faith, and 


but you are )to euerlaſtmg huppines.Fare you. 
vvell moſt humbly from 'my poore houſe \in 
Grubſtreat this ſecondof Nonember .1577. 
Your good Ladiſhipsbounden | 

in the Lord, 3 - Bahv's.. 24 
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TECELEAT ISS.) wn this of Chyiſtian rights righreon: 
neſe;Butfojahuc asvpon this righteous ,,...._. 
l tinge life, and thisrigh- Rom. 1.17, 
teouſneſſe:vppon Fapth ; -and of -Fayrh-comsRom.3.24. 
- methithat. knowlevge which eres the 15; 
y2omiſes of oy it; 


nk; 


ny-reſpectto anp of our wozkes2 Abe: 
Ito: the better vnderſfandingof all cheſe 
thinges aright , that welape themfurthe in 0z- 
yoo ag TN" a 


«#4 * % 


g 3 of Chriſtian nr N; 
righteouſnelſe . But it muſt be notedthatint! 
holy Scripture theſignification andvſe. of th' 
wozde(Righteouſneſſe) isfarre different from 
that which is vſed-in the bookes N08. 0 
w ye loſophers and ſchoolenien : becauſe'they 
-+<+6be. righteouſneſſe, fo2 a,cercainehabſte'and bes 
anſneſſe of tit being ſhutte bpinour wle,: 
the Philo- neth vs toltuehone | 
ſephers & ver the coutfe'of all bar actions 
{ones fully framedto reaſon, And toth qe that 
inthe Lawe : A thing 


are ſecte foozth vnito'v! 
8 x We can yoe1! =_ perk 4'£ » ſeeing I 


The defs- 


turnethvs':, nid exercil 
of that 'which'is jen <.#. ke wiſe dil- 
- poſeth-and p2ouoketh-vsro/embzace aud fols 
lowe vice , with a maruelous'will anv/readp< 
_neſſe.. Beſides, groom tro 
this caſe by manye tent and allanlces, 


L. $4 


vo coneinallaſlles, Wherefore em 
conclude , ater »2Ide, thereican_ 
neuer befounde a righteous man if righteouſ: 
neſle be to be meaſured according to that de- 
finitton, which the Philoſophers hate * 
vr that it be eſtabliſhed; im a agg -—ay 


m roach Coma, rent 
hs a ompted righteous befoze God''," tix 

wh preſenceand tudgementall our wozkes 
ſhall euer'befoimde imperfect and damnable; ,,4... 
if they 'beexamined CAS INEGE! rigoup of .25.4 

hisrighreouſnes, #1436 i WRIIO 
' To'vnderſtande then what this Chziftian 
righrecuſnes is., and in what it INE 
nieete tonote, that-Riſthteoulnelle and/ judge» - >" 
latines and foz-the better -R CWO 


1ob.4.18. 


ment- are-c61 | 
derftandingof the one, it mult be” referetwiea. 
theother . Thewhch th an apecaſaybtobs - - 
ſerued inmanyplaces ofthe riewe >. 


us 


TY 4 


where righteouſiefſe is 'roferred: £0/juſtiftrgs -> 
tion, and taſification'to- righteo hces) ono" 


ſucheſoQre;; that 'compating rheſe p 

with' an'ocher; aman ſhall finde thac x4 

_ nes is no otherthinge eneootnrey ror ne 
ES —_— vel69e the Xeon MI - ro EO 


0 . 
Many kinds i" \Buthereitisto benote chacheraren ma- 
pnge- wp kindes erenrn 
of men,and ofourowne conſcence:ndwemult 

, .Lientto latisfig and anſwer to enerpone oftheſe 
_ - .. ludgementes, and, whether the ſame in any of 


$ - theſe, canſtandevs;in ſteede to obtayne anac* | 
_ * _ guitement and- deliuerance of the accuſations - 
grins. p2opounded by our qpprton props as 


volſible there.tharwe canvlem vs; if wehaue 


| oxrounimacic: atm 1 perro; 


& 62.10. butbonitie, andtobeſhotethe » pt dan 
'veath and damnation, fo crore 
Similizades bzinge fozth any good frute ? Eonar wony 
<5749% but like tt elle? Jnlike nane 
| ge roms poplned and inſet veſtell Haweon 
4 Gre to doe dzop of good Wine ? letvs concl + that 
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we neither ts cando any things, chacmay 


Righteouſnes. | 
be able to abive:thac rigozous:examinatio 
the-juſtice of;God,, -and: that in: bs.end-laqur 
whole life thereis:nothing that can.there war? WW \o 
rant andeliuervsbuthis/mereyealone. Bee ©" 0 
[nds edge HWY Wei 2-3- 

rrowen with buſhes,bzambles, | 


that we accuſed condemme ou ſeives onde IE 
we: confefſe befoze God that —_ know 5... S 
buſh andcopruprion, 74156 nar ti {1 


ner ——— | 
nes andvertue; from which he was falnecbutby c<p,@ſ; 

_ theknowledge andfeeling which he had'of hig Luc. cn i. 
faultes, ardtheſere perlwalion-:which he bay to 


py more LI has 
den and couered with vice /and-ſinne;;-had res <x<nple of 


mba ceofhisviceandwnetchednes,which "<7, 
he with great griefe and deepe -gronings con: | I3- ht 
felled: WETIPe TranatCgeechavhrevs ©, 


T2 -0f f Chriltih 


turnedrighteouginco his owne hoilſe; | 


.Examble - After Dauid deter wer | | 
"Hiter Dautd#holpP fu vawrþ 


2.$4.12.73 £0S, whichrhephavreceaues of biglarge ib 
Lncau.6h ralitle; had thep aup ther mea bing 
ron; \"\ e#feffionekrheir ſlants*whernpoii we mul ths 
ks 204) - live, chatbythis menu apppohbfoe yov: 
-: Andthat theres nothing chat voth mozr-allure 
and knit vs to him, then a penitentheart which 

.  (asS.Augultineſapth)feeleth and continually 
Wenn Set mmrguinc09meec 
Thea . -Thishumilitie is not onel » the foutwacton 
kneer«.:.\ df our righteouſneſſe!! (as John Chxiloſtome 
Gram ſapth) but.lſo of all our religiom;the which de: 


YN re trn -— once: 
PO .. " 


ter vp : ooo ieertaſer rae tn eas 
7.521.281 himlelfe litle with his head : for" o2dinarily as 


6 rw gan aboundaunt and bzing 
meſh, - koozth moze frute the monntaines;'by | 
"that betrigr moze low; they recedue moze 


Wonns " lechandveſcerveth fromthe hie hilles: enenſo 
"fl . ttbehouetch that we be mozelow and humble in 
mn 5. ., our otwne ep ;(-wewill, ITE: lemiſh. 


SED Righteoitſhes, 13 
vs with his graces : the which miaye-finde no 
place invs, if we pzeſume any whit ofour ver» 
tues. Which thing Jeſus Chztlt faith to: thoſe 
- Scribes and/Phariſes, whom he ſawe arro- 
gant and pzeſumptuous, and puffed vp with a 
vaine and falſe opinion,that chey had conceaued 
 oftheir/ownerighteouſneſſe:: you iuſtifie your 
- ſelues befozemen.ſaith hevntochem: but God ;,...; Ws; 

knoweth pour harces within,” befoze whom, 
. thepoftentimes are moſt abhominable,that are 
in greateſt credic and reputation in the wozld. 
Wiherefoze whenthere is any queſtion cons ,, .. - 
cerning righteouſnes, we muſt diligently take ,,. 
heede that we be not lyke thoſe that are ſicke of 20 0 «7 
the dzopſie, who bp reaſon of the groſſenes of * beak. 
their bodies ,: ſeeme- co bein goodeſtate : not: * ph 
withſtanding they be full ofnothing but water 
and ſuch euillhumozs, which inthe end are the 
cauſe of their death, 

Letnot thenthat outward appearance which 1 (nis- 
we maphaue of any vertne beguile# deceaue —_ F_ 
vs, becauſe that all the vertne, that we can p20- joking 
_—_— our ſelues, can nomoze endure befoze ** oy 
, thenware befoze che fire.. Andas there Alton 
Wn Hg ang pinne' oz PaiCKe to way, have 

pearce a bladder, # to make all che wind therin  0ing 
incloled,incontinently to come foozth : enenſa * 5: += 


erfeFion 
Crone, but one verie licle tenta Gf Ge 


haxe, 
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TH ba PO Eagrnoogas. pocrices.; and 
gh coiſcoer themes eerpmanguh halls, 


the righteouſnes which deter; phcbs 
not b2ing it rothe tudgem?tofour God, to/bet: ' 
ter our cauſe , oz: to winne'there by lawe anp 
thing fo vs, Fozaſmuch as chere'was nener 
any othercauſe of the ruine of the Jewes, noz 
rot E made then 
Now: 10.3. fruſtrate of the hope they had'to attaineto the 
- righteouſneſle which thep p2etended, but the 
onelp p2eſumptuous opinion they had concea« 
uedtobeable toappeare there, thzough their 
owne righteouſnes, | 
. - Now cotheende we fall not heavlong into 
- thelikevaunger and inconuenience, let vs ac- 
knowledge and feele in our ſelues, that we are | 
z.Cor,z.z- not able cothinke one onely good'thought, buc 
let vs bereſolued in this, that all our abilitie'is 
from tbe alone grace and bonntie of our God; 
Romy 27. Fo? all our glozy(asS. Pale ſapth) is exclu« 
«n6.5-2- ded, and wehavenotany thingeinour ſelues, 

whereofwe map-boaſtour ſelues. 
Fo being naturally-deade in ſinne as 
. we 


| Righteouſhes, 15 0 
| weare, canwe have any good motion oz fee- Argumense = 
linge ?But itis certaine that befoze ourreges #2779» be * 
neration, andbefoze we be called-chzough the 772-7 | 
grace of Godto the knowlevge ofhim z weare ;c.u/;e; 
blinde and cannot ſee any whitte of the miſfe» mar,5e/ere 
ries and ſecretes of God , Pozeoner, we are 5. _ . 
deaffe and can notheare his voice: weare ſicke 7-7-4 
ofthe palſep and imporence, and nor able'to ,tt 
walke in his wayes: we haue an harte offtone, .,.,,...s. 
which bzingeth fooxth no good affection : and 26. - 
a mouth full of bitternes and curſing, and we 
are as anopen grate, from whence romineth 
thinge but ſenche and coxruption : to con» 
clude, we are altogether deade, depyiued of all o=-3- 13: 
good, inſuch fozte, thatwehanenoc any goov 
vſe ofourreaſon. Lect noman himlelfe 
(ſapeth S.Auguſtine)fozaſmuchas we are no- ,,,,;. 
thing ofour lelues but deuills  Sathans : that pox 1». 
is toſape, ofour owne nature, we are enemies 
of God, ofhis honour, ofhis lawe, andof all 
« bertue : and there is not any other difference 
betwixc vs and Deuills, but che onelp pittie, 
which God hath vnto vs, E the gractous fauour 
which tt pleaſed him to ſhewe vnto vs . And al- 
chough God hath acceptedofvs, & that being 
receaued into his conenaunt, we are coſecratey 
vnto him to be hts temple: notwithſkanding all 
theſe great# incompyehenlible fauours which 


Exec. - 


16 oc = 11 Fa ; 

+ behathſhewed vs; weoughtnot vtterly to: ab0s - 
- lib cheremembzance which we ought alwapes 
to haue of our hozrible coxruption, The Scrip- 


_ ture tothe endcobeace downe our _— 
and to keepe vs mindefull of ptton of 
Iſt-406 4 our nature, puttech vs--contingallp.in remem- 


bzaunce, that we.and- all fleſh. arenothing bue 
'_.. grafle, wozmes meate, bult, and filch, as. Da- 
?ſ«.10z. , uid ſapeth that God knowethvs ,/ aud whereof 
14. we-are made :.and that-to be bztete, weareno- 
thinge but duſt and putrefaction-z yea that the 
P/«6.10 8reatelt and goodlieſt of the whole wozlve wich 
all their commodicie and bewtie, which menſs 
much eſteeme, are nothing but vanitiezand that 
if thep were put intothebailaunce to be wayed 
with nothing, nothing would be found heauier 
thenthey. Beinge then ſo noted. inthe Scrip- 
cure, yea when we are ſo adoznedandenriched 
- with the great and-p2ecious giftes of our Godz 
inwhateſtimation ſhall we haue righteouſnes 
and vertues whereof we thinke co haue ogreat 
plentie? 
Afnil- + Wedoas marchaunts,who alwayes pzayſe | 
deco andeſteeme their wares-@ marchaundile.moze 
bar then they are wozth: evenſo voe weofourver« 
a / ſz Wues:but when thep are examined and paiſed by 
#4, thoſe which know them, as by the ſpirF;tOe» 
and bis P20phets they are alcogether iudged, | 


p 


Ko mune der nh eg weve 
- faitemoney,' whichisof itmetcallhowgoodiy 
—_ ſoeuerichane; All our righreotiſneſſes Teflimen 6 
ſaichi Eſay are as olde:ragges;; foule*mid:loth- ,, fs 
ſome toſee , S. Paule albeiche watkedinthe Scriprures,.. 4 
dr; Dirhdbe tebukez/andthache felehifmſelfe & Fathrre | 
otculpableinanythingin bis 'confcience op |} 
willingly to haue-tranſgtcſſed : yer 1notwirh- / ahoaije, 
Nandiage: hee eſteemeth his righteoufneſle: as »-/ ſe of | 
dongue; Daniell p2opingvnto God; atleggerh WH 
nothis:owne-righteouſ res vertavs;vither 224: 
Kot WV Ten of his: ravpagnt- ,,-" KA 
corheendetocauſeOod (oenctinegand co 
are His prayers; Mova(ſapthhe)tharwgeare | 
belmedhetace}we canſecaothingbefoze-/chee, = 
=» 10% fevabl partbut *fhame . 
and Curſed) uguſtine)Þe all py” »/tme. 
ourrightreouſnelſes, if thepbe tudged without ws 
the:mercy.of God:o:Aud' Tertullian?'Allthe 7 eli 
good chat. we do __ reaps righte: 


-miuber of:douttes þ.<rromsand fondeimagi 

nations:no2 likewiſezanp godlines which isnot 
amine Hr” EI papa tne 
ſuperlticions .' To conclude all 


iſo. 1.22. Clayſapth) is mingled with water,anvallour 


_ cone 18 fullofdarnelLanddurc; - . 23! 02 6 

Zleſef-" ©. "Bone if a man woulde boat of his-firengeh 
nilieules! yup yealth, and yet wereſubjectto athouſande 
folloving, . diſeaſes: 02 of his-knywledge,; andpetwere 


ſheve the  (gno2ant of all good learning:'o2 ofhisritches; - 


beaſily and yet were indebtep/and:invaungered:to:the 
weak td. whole wozld:: woulde noteueryonemockehim 


ae asan ivjore.and afoole?euenſs weaſwdllthew 
have in che Our -ignozauncs , andur 


ſelves - ding wehaue, whenwewll a anprighs 


whereith- tcoulnes toourſelues, anvboaſt ourſelves in 
al 4 i peiemener ſo lite amnj9e4 300 


Þe-thatts-ſtrong. (ſapth'Terenile)lethim 


tere923. NOK baaſtrenn ppeſineakhiniſtrengeh 3nophe 


- thatis wiſe ofhis wiſdome,noz he that tsritch 


of his ritches;becauſe that;/if we conſiver whac 


we haue:on the one ſpde,:wemnuſt marke what 
wee lacke on the other Ind pr ri 
willfarre ſarmounte the receipt; mdf 


are INIT teremr Goon, 


£7 AC .aCGCn_.ocecec. 75+ i 
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SOA EETY + rare Sunne ; and chat 
.which menmoſtwonder at and woſhip in the 
wozlde , is nothing elſe (as Solomon ſayerh) =ccle.4.z. | 
-but vanitie., Isthere any thing ſo ſfableand 4.1.1. 
durable, which is not mutable, tranſico2ie,and 
vncertaine? what madnes then 1s it to make ſo 
\Kreat a matter and ſo highly to-eſteeme of our 
Jews , foxthinges of fo ſmallvalewe ? we are 

times like co:thoſe thac dzeame: and, wake SG: 

8gaine, who when'they-are a-fleape thinke co ***- 
haue founde ſome- great creaſiire;, and-haue a 
great toye in itz'but after their wakening;chep 
dee-chatall is vaniſhedlike ſmoke, whereupon 
thepveretgrienechemſclues, Likewiſe when 
we chinke: that'wee are righceous ;-this is a 
dzeame, which paſlethch2zough our ſpirits anv 
baniſheth aſſoone as weare awake and are de- 
Jlineredfromche darkenes of ignozance, where: 
> ated afleape and burird. S., Paule whi- 

be was tne a | 
1edge £ 'p, wwe, thought cobe righteous, 
and-felte not ſinne any white argu An exam: 
mmGay is grace. had: 


PFs "T: vo ” TILED Por luſtes,+ coxruption þ Conuerſt fron, | 
enough tc foxgoe the opinion which he had con- 

ceauedof his owne righteouſnes and verrues 
Vy it, 


An other 


ny bers, it ſeemethvntovs þ 


Rom.7.7. 


-» the outwarve: barkeand uperficially', Buth 
- had notre ings; ie; the-whick 
* be cannotdo, vntill we hatiebentrith 


tobe diſcried by the wozd of God, 4 that Joſiiz 


- perfeccions, which are hidden tn our þ 
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20 Of Chriſtian: 
After that we haue well (wept our:cham- 
thep/are very cleane, 
And pet notwithſtanding, when theſunne com- 
meth,toenter there by the windowes, we per- 
ceaue ſtreight wayes by the beameg an infinite 
deale ofduſt, which p Philoſophers callmotes; 


euen'(o oftentimes befoze we be well inſtructed 


in þlaw of God, if we be exempted from groſle 
# palpable ſinnes, ſuch as aremurthers, whoz- 
domes , theftes, we gloziethat weare perfect 
and innocent; But when our conſciences come 


Chiſt,who is the light hath'entred chere*bp 
his ſpirite : then he maketh'vs to'ſee by"his | 
beames an infinite number of faultes and im- | 


as are che ſerpentes inchet holes : DE 


that it was there iblen/D 
not learned this in the ſchool? 


of Jelus Chiiſt, whos int ' ben 


truely to — ons 1 | _ "Clues, ren 


Righteouſnes, 21 
vstolce it ſclfe,and all thinges with it, 


*Jn- the nyght-by-reaſon of che darkeneſſe ,,,;.. 
fpreae bponthe earth, all chinges/are hidde /nveude. 


 andcouered: which cauſeth that we can not viſ- 
cerne: and diſcouer; the ſpottes-which-we haue 
inour-faces: But when the light beginneth to 
appeare, and that we take a glaſſe;, tobeholde 
 ourſelues therein: thenthey are diſcouered and 
Hewe themlelues: euen ſo likewiſe during the 
time that we are couered with the darkenes of 
tgno2annce, the vices that dwell in vs, are hid- 
den there, andoftentimes wee thinke , being 

| lep2ous Edefo2med .that wee are bewtifull and 
\ | perfect ; butoureyes being open, and illumt- 
nate by the ſyirite and grace of our'God, and 


taking the glaſſe of thelawe,therein to beholve 


the'eſface of: our nature and our lyfe : then we 
begintoknowe che great and greeuous imper- 


fections that are tnvs: and we attonce looſe the 
opinſon which we had conceaued befoze, of our 


ownerighteoulnesand vertues,. LITTLE 


haue no'maner ofknowledge oz feeling of the 
eaſe wherein they are, no; of anything elſe, and 
pethauing"their face couered; -aud-all-to be- 
raped with durc; thep: canne not+perceaue it 


| vnll hat theiy wine be dxienched and ther 


B itt 


We are oftentimes tyke vnto dzunkardes.4- o:ber 
who being ouercharged with wine: and meate, /=#/ru4e. 


22 Of Chriſtian 
bzaine velitered from thoſe fumes- and" vai 
pours whereby they were foletted,@ darkened, 
Ze lpkewile,” befoze we beregenerate,arCin 
ſuch lozte boſotted with aloue-chat we bearero 
our ſelues;z and with a vaine opinion that 'we 
hane conceatted ofour ſelues; that we knownoe 
the filchpneſfe and villanies wherewith we are 
beraped,' Biſtwhen thelighce ofthe ſpirite and 
wo2d of God begrinnes to b2eake fozth vnto'bs; 
we come bp litle and litle to bzeake and ſcatter 
thoſe cloudes,-which were befoze-our ſenſes; 
and reconeting*the view:of'ourreaſong we bes 
ginne to awake onrſelues, anddiſcouerthepis« 
eifull andMiſerablecſtatewherein we are.And 
looke as thiskno e groweth and ns 
ſcth invs,lo muchethemoze 
encreaſeth the knowledgeof-our vices i 
>. -,. perfections, As we'map fee by'experiencetn 
nie the fathers, who thottgh thep were notable any 
Prophetes excellent perfonages, GE with all n0= ; 
ard Apo- table vertues :.petno ing 
«2, vi accomptofthem :butcontrarſwiſe they.con- 
/."zh:  {elſed thatthep werethe groateſt ſinners inthe: 
their righ- wozlde, as aran map ſeeby hole goodlp: con- 
reaps feſſions' which. the” _— por. 
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...  Rightreouſnes,/ | 23 
we woulde indge them-to haue bene the moſte 
wickedmen,which were vponthe earth, if we 
knewnot the humilitie, that was inthemg and 
in what contempt-thep:had them: ſelues any 
their wozkes , fo2 the: greac knowledge they 
| havof the lawe of Godt the'which engendzed 
inthemanother thinge, to wit, the knowledge 
of the imperfection which was in them. and in 
their life, when they came to meaſure-it.accoz- 
ding tothe rule of eine #bzought/all their. 
thourhtes;' deſires, 'wozdes and actions, to.be 
tried bythe will andozdinaunce of God. 

Neefſayein acommon p2oterbe,that ſach a - 
oneas thinketh bimſelfe in beſt health, cariech 
death inhisboſome . Which muſt noc onely be 
; bnderſtoode ofthe bovelp health, butalſo of the 
healthofcheſoule . Foz the diſeaſes of the body .1 7»; 
are nothing ſo vafigerous,as thoſe ofthe ſoule ; «de :aken 
becauſe that verie many { albeit their: hartes * * wy 
are fulfofdiſtruſtes;;doubtinges, erro2s, falſe !****- 


WP i pponds ingratitudes,ennies,renengements, - 


| nes 1s ſufficient to-enable them ,- to anſwere 


darkenes , ignozaunce.,:and other deadely dif: 
eaſes:) neuertheles: they chinke them ſelues 
in verie-good healch, and that their righteouſ- 


and ſatiſfie che: of God , As that 


'tuygernent 
p2ouve Phartiſie:; who!in fteade of bumbling 
om 'befozeGodandconfeſſing bis faultes 


Þ os 


Lnc, 8.13. 


Mat.19. 
20. 


to bernadoagainlt bers to conuince yu 


t<z0anh:nogligencez" and ofcde lou, thathhe | 


ought tohaye bozne vnto him. | 1426: 07-29: 
Although then thar:God doeth nor-alwapes: 
'diſcouer-6ur faultes ire Pace biel not. 
therefo2e that we make ghtof the 


and Tequireththemof vs} ar —_ -onftr; _ ry 
co confeſle chem vnto hint, thathe nap fo2t 


vs * totheende, thar we mapebauzoccaſion 
hereby, to acknowledge and ſet fozth his great: 
 liberalitie. And this is allthatherequireth and. 


- demaunveth of vs fozhauing acquitedanddif- 
chargedvs of ſuch agreatand notable ſumme, 
wherein we-were tndebcedeahim , Fo2 looke: 


and > liberalieie of rr Se over ne 


htm to telouſie ;; 'becauſe we 
loue,, wy renerenenzoNs 


not ſinned: Therefoje Godcauſed complaime 


howe age IgG os ay) Wighe 1 
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25 
but doemdze loop our-ownehonotir then-his, _ 
And euen like as a huſbande louing his wyfe -—- 
tenderly, (to make his affection knowen vneq **<*- 
her, beſtowing vpon her many great p2eſentes - 
of colde-and coſtly Jewelles;) is verieheauie if 
the diſſemble the giftes whichhe hath beſtowed - 
. vpon her; and ſap ſhee hath purchaſed them by 
 herownemonp: Euen ſo God caninno wile be 
pleaſed with vs, if we will conceale oz els attri- 
bute to our ſelues, þ graces which he hath be- 
owed vpon-vs, which he woulde hane co bee 
teſtimonies, tokens and demonſtrations of the' 
inutolable loue and fidelitie thathe beareth vn- 
W WS 5 
--Woiſes ſapde vnto the people of Jſrael, whis 
leſt they: were yet-in c<e-wildernes : TYhen 
thou-ſhalt come into the Iande which God hath 
9-5 to: thpfathers , and ſhalthaue taken 
olleſſion. thereof, and peaceably eniope the 
fruictes and delicate thinges that it ſhall bzing 
foozth bntothee, Take good heede thatthou ſap Pe=.8. 
y ſtrength and righteouſnes hath and.ge. 
gotten all this ; but acknowledge that God, bp 
bis onely/goodnes and loue which he beareth  . 
_ | vneothee;hath hewed theſe greatbenefites and - 
| fanourscothee, withouthauing ay reſpectof - 
thee;who waft arebellious and idolatrons peo= 
we mag werealtgrhe 


26 ..Of Chrilian | 
vitious not 2-etenſo if God hath once 
bzoughtvs into his Church, let vs beware that 
we ſape not that wehauemerited 02 gotten the 
graces that be there communicated” vnto vs 
by our owne induſtrie 2 butlet vs concinually 
confeſſe our pouertie and vnwozthynes,andacs 
knowledge with the Apoffle; thar: in'that we 


_ onely goodnes+ andtchen without all comp 
ſon weſhalbe richer &happyer, then we fhould' 


be, if we woulde-beſo, by our owne meane and 


by our owne ſtrigth:much nioze J lay by theli- 
beralitie ofour good God, whois much richer 
and moze aboundaunt to reue vnto vs, thew 
our owne ffrength and fozce can purchaſe, oz 
heape vpon vs . And wee muſt perſwadeour 
ſelues that God' can doe vs mo2e good. in one 
moment, then wee knowe howe todeſire o2 to 
compalle by our tranell oz diligence, in cenne 
milions of peares, 

Sinili- TQhatcauſe thenis there, thatwe Houlde 
«der (9e=" not veſire andlabour to be moje Ron by 


wing that 
we haue 
neede ro 7" wil 


ie: o0d a 
he herharacth lee Slngnpa dy birtms 


uernev 


are vercuous,-weareſo, by the meane ofhis 


God. E-— deal groenegle hex 


7 
yerned by ers can: be by 'itlelfe, A 
feilde,-a vine, acrce, are inmuche better caſe, 
being cilled, cutteanvpuned by ſabourers any 
 huſbandmen;>then'if they 'werelefce co:them 
ſelues Bodies alſo bring alone , and without 
atylyfe, are blockes, buchauing the ſoule any 
life in them, thep are applyed.:and vſed to an 
infinite number of goodlp andexcellenc actions: 
Wherebp a man mape ealelp perceaue , that 
the infertour natures, tothe ende they may be 
well gouerned andruled, haneneedeofthe go-/ 
uernement & cuiding ofthe ſuperiour;Whece 
commeth it then thatin the matcer-of righte« 
ouſnes ; wer thinke that our:reaſon- and will 


hanemdzemighe,then the grace ofour God? 
'" There are certaine va beaftes, 
which bzagge that thep haue otten that which 


_ thep know,by theirownei diligence, and 
without the heipe of any tha wiaſſierany: teas 
cher : and thacthepy.areno furcherbounde , fo? . 
the good thep know, then to their-owne labour 

and trauell', ; Rohr ge be ſomeothers yet 

| | W141i! man CEILING 


28 -Of Chriſtian 
ſelues, and having in ſache eſtimation andad» 
miration, — fozce and power, which 
they falfly actribuce to them ſelues. The which. 
is aneuident ſigne;that they neuer knewe them 
ſelues noz the ſtrength aftheir vwne ſhoulders, 
in vaunting ſo of the weakenes: and Aqpone 
that is inthem.: 

—_— our partes, if we deſire'to be cladbe 
with a righteouſnes, which ts able toſtande be» 
foze the face of God, and coappeare with aſſite 
raunce inhis iudgemenc, lec vs not ſeeke it in 
our ſelues, butlet vs ſecke ic, and finde it, inthe - 
onely grace and mercie of our God, Foz (as 
DS. Auguſtine ſapeth) theres nothing within 
bs, thatcan pleaſe and contente him, butone: 
ly that, which hee hathputin vs of poem 
goodneſle, FH t 13 WHEL, 

Lec vs -nof then followe thele P2oude cob 
rites, which delighe- and content them(elues. 
in nothing butin their owne wozkes, +th2ough 
a doting imagination -accompting-and eftee» 
ming them goodly and:perfect.; euen as Apes 
doe their young ones 4but.concrariwil 
thatis invs, and allthat we voiſpeaſevs,an 

lean ſwacagar Shay. ro homer 


*.._ kocome-to-righteouſnes, /is to-bexable to aps 


Poche with-confidence;tothe Sana 
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wozkes andvertues/.- Fox it on 
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30 Ot Chriſtian 
that therein he-paſſed and farre'out- went aff 
- his compaguions . And co-eonclude.; he gaue 
place to none: ofchem, neither: in knowledge, 

no}-in zeale, no2-inhigh,-and dinine myyie 

. tions, nozindiligence;. ns2 i vertnes, no2-40 

any other thing which was agreeable cohig-y0- 

cation, fo his.qood aud vp2ight walking cher- 

; in.Jfthenſuche aperſonvid inſuch ſozte and ſo 
N22 _ Sowbiabranieiſs benny rpg 
| Ve S. oh 14. 1492 

An other | .\ Jſapes whaſmorcb ans rengs was clegu- 
kD of ſed by one of the Cherubins, & was ſente: from 
;» of 1/«ic, Vefore; the-faceiof RI :who-. 
alſo had exerciſedhis tet SECIS 


the excel- 


ee I Fmt 


"Adio 31 
holde vpon'thee : Fo? thou haſt hidde thy face 
fromvs, andhaſt conſumed vs becauſe of our 
iniquittes .. Dught not this confeſſion to make 
allthe glozte and righteouſnes of theſe p2oude 
hypocrites. to:'bluſhe fox hame? Certainelp 
the appinurek which thoſe imacctne, veſerueth 
- not co be compared cothe imperfection ofthoſe 
excellent ſeruauntces of 'God',no? their phantca- 
ficall riches and aboundance fo their ponertte. [ 
Fox almich-as the baſeſt;golde, chough:ic be A fonilh. 
raped with ſome dirce, 1s: alwapes moze p2es de a- | 
cious: then the bzighteſt lead that a; man:can gainft the 
finde, 'Enen(ſo the righteouſnesof a Chziſtian ''S may, 
man, though tbe defiled thz0ugh many /tnft +45 ogy 
mities Argon ing 
is mozeto beeeſteemedthen allthe righteouſ- 
nelle of hypocrites and infivelles, 

:+': There is notht ing better;then fo2 a manto The fruite 
| humble himſelfe befoje-Gov; Pumtilicie was of Chri/i2 
the cauſe: that the Caanityſh who wag. other: ©. 
wiſzavogge;: became a faithfull woman;zand 
herf as pzeferred, befoze the fapth of 


CS. Becanſethere isnodet» 


liticand weakenes , Andehis S.Ar 
teming, live, tat lloue fragt is mu 
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Of Chriſtian! | 
2 e, and char chere is nothing moze wenke 
"= 7; by and fraile thenp2yde and pjeſumption. FozaG 
” de of che Much as:all ptoude perſons aye them ſelnes 
F proude and vpon their owne ſtrength; char4s,:ſtape vpona 


As; pn rm \omoke tharmouners vpn gh, 


C nr erate ro ings apo 
- man (as worn chimerbhim elle be 


--hach ſome good pin oft; Fo a 
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| 52+ charts 3 thatiftovoe.vur datie; and-to ſaciſſte 
| workes. the will of God; we mult be perfect in every 
kindeofvercue . Andwe' cannot otherwiſe be 
Sainctes and Chyiſtians , vnleſſe we have in 
The op .; perfection all the pointes ofholines . The Phi- 
/ -b«p;-; loſophers and ſchoolemen, they ſap thatthis ts 
ſpe: neceſſarie ; andrhata man'cannot-be ſapde to 
& ſchoole- ye vertuous vnlelle he haue attained tothe ful« 
"en. .. nes and perfectionof But the fcrip- 
; tures #the mncknetuhroche) fpeake'ocher-. 
Senteces of wile . Fo? DS. Paule ſapeth, that the minde is; 
the ſcrip- accepted accoding to that it hath : that is to 
ze: and (aye, that we are acceptedofGod when weem-: 
<--ien: ploye that poztion and meaſure-of power and 
+.cor.8.12 Trength which bo hatp-ginen — 
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ſelues inthis, that we are noe 
without all 


SW ' 75 
deſire we hanero sfie him, which yet we can 
not doe (bp reaſonof our pouertie )andthere- 
foze humblie beſeeche him thathe will take in 
good/partethatlitle we haue, and offering that 
| vncohim, which he hath genenvsof higowne 
ſpeciallgrace. 

© - Whenwe thus ſubmicte our ſelues whollp 
vnto hin, and p2ay him to vſe ſuch fauour and 
rentlenes as ſhallpleaſe him cowardes vs , we 
likepvilebearinge and tewing ſuch a inceritte 
and vpzicheneſle cowardes him inthe affayzes 
we haueto doe, there is nodoubtbut he will in 
like manner take in good parte that licle which 
we p2elent opened, Anas that both we andour 
 wozkes (howe imperfect fo euer thep are)ſhall 
be accepted andappzoued of him, inthe fauour 
of his ſonne, as if thep were perfect, and abſo- 
lute in enerie point. Foz a father caſteth not 4 /-uv- 
awap his childz?, becauſe they are ſicke, crooke * tnde ſhows 


backe, blinde, oz maymed of hande oz foote, oz a 
otherwiſe counterfaic and imperfect; butha Oe _ 


leth them moze tenderly, dealech nioze ſofrelp bicchildren 


wich them. then with the others, reſpectinge >=ugh4bo 
+100 2 rm nat . We caſt notaway 


be er- 
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though it haue lyes oz groundes , noz 
golde howe ſo euer it becouered with durte. A 

bandemanrefuſeth notlande, though it be 
| cr ————————————s 


er diligence 
to ploweit, hopinge with bisdligence, that ie 
will bzinge foozth fruce plentifull 
wiſe will not refuſe and put vs awaye , becauſe | 
be ſeeth manye- imperfections and infirmities 
invs, nayerather. that ig an occaſion, that he 
P/al.103. will take the greater pittie-vpon vs: asDautd 
* ſayeth: Albeft (ſapeth S. Ambzoſe )the light 
. .""* veoftentimes hidvenby acloude, which is ca» 
ried befo2e the ſunne, yet cherfoze itts not quite 
put out. And the ſunne ceaſethnot-to-be the | 
ſunne, though bis beames be ſtopped, and can | 
not pierce. vnco vs; evenſo likewiſe howſoeuex 
our faich oftentimes be dilfjgured, and coxrup- 
bp many errours,doubcings and diltruſtes; 


7 wo notd- tis notchrfopequce chokes, and we leave no 
| bleque- to be faithfuilfo2 theſe it tons; 

tions. © | 'ButbefozeJende this matter, itis meete, 
1. //by that we pet handle two-pointeg;oneof which; 
G-daccep- ig the reaſon, why our holpnelle.is acceptable 


RE God, and the ſeruice which we doe vnto 


NE hin, ſeeinge both the one andthe other are im: 
ker of 
his childre, perfect: and ſeetnge.in his lawehe retecteth all 
2./Vhy the the ſacrifices;which had inchemany tmperfec- 
futſal tion at all. The ather pointis ge 
Pr © cauſe wherfoze heregenerating and ſanctifying 
raed in Us by his holieſpirice ; bach ah pee lfe ſuch an 
ahic worlde, heape ofices anv-imp! ctio A" 
mu 
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in our natureand life , which 
nie all the diligence and tlabour- 
wecan, to cozrect and mo2tifie it, pet we can 
not come anpthinge neare, tobe wholly deliue- 
red and erempte from it. Touchinge thefirt of 4 avſver 
theſe two pointes, there are tworeaſons , foz *9:hef/ 
which'our vertues and wozkes are appzoued:##/#0n- 

# accepted befoze God; howe imperfect ſo ener 
thepbe;Dnots, becauſe Jeſus Chzilt hath co-- 
uered and taken'them vnder the cloke of his 
$3 as ſoone ag we are vniced @ knic / 


much cc 


thatcan offend God. And foz that he ts our Bes- 
diatour towardes God his father, weſee God. 
no otherwiſe then inhim and bphim: Asthe | 
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tre isthe cauſe har makethvs to. 
hn ae wr r F01 0+ Similindes 

Oy 018fany och rrevlour;allthe. 
thinges w ts. on drp ant rg 
the glaſſe, thzough which wedid beholve themz 
So God allo beholving and looking vponvs in | 
bis ſonne, weſeemetohimo be of his colour, - 
d we haue the appearaunce and bzightnes of. 
bis innovency andrighteoulnes 2 which cauſech 
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that inſceing and touching vs ,. hethinketh he: 
ſeeth +toucheth his owne naturallSonne. As 
Jſaack ſpeakinge to Jacob his younger ſoune, 
and feelinge his necke and handes , thought it 
had bene Eſau his elveſt ſonne. The other rea» 
ſon is, that the grace of Gods (ſpirite , beinge: 
mingled with our wozkes;our wozkes derive + 
fetch from thence their greateſtviguity, bewtp, 
eſtimation & free ſtrength, nj 
water with wine in acuppe 02 tn aglalle, thac. 
which-is takenin there is called wine, though- 
water be mingley-with it-: and albeit there be - 
—_— as hn hm + amaropend 


thep haue a great many ſpoctes and-impe! 
rions,as they p2oceede fromvs,yet fop all chat, | 
ieyhlealwpes thn nvreptionsf 


himwhaisthet 


R 
” knowe the reaſon hea—dem re-+ 
gon ioveovoRantngnlemgca 


4 
F 

J 
, i 
£7 
pt 
F 

p 

, 
d 
[7 
i 
- | 
;/ 
x | 
4 
pg": 
{ 


. 254 8 'F —— - = $ 
- <del > bd - R ” " 4.2 hab 3 her oy 
oO Ss T ” of * "Ps Y þ PI þ I ; T "> 
- 4 


Me I S attweation 
are wozkesof God which-are perfect and abſo- 


ce, agallehathevot i: ue his perfection 
ſacceſſiue oz by degrees, As we ſee that it-is 


inmanyoof his'creacures.-Seevecaſtinothe! c;, 1.1. 


pon icon. encreaſe and. 
moto amogircn—_ 

oftime, it attainechto-his perfeccion'and ripe-' 
rieſle , inthat ſeaſon that God hath appointed. 
Atree likewiſe, isnot perfect $-22899-0nha 


|| planted. Aninfant is not traigh 


theſuddaine as ſoone as it "as WT ape 1 
wombe of his mother, become amanbut with 


time zeuenſo we arenot allacthefirf daſhe re- 


ned copzeſume coomuchof our 
rreapineede chat this pzide be 
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1, thoulve lerne to exerciſcvs;'and 
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That the giftes andcalling of God are without 

repencaunce, that is to lape,irreuocable, when 

he. hath once giuen them vutovs. Allo, þ which 

is ſapve inS, DBatthew: That cobimthathath, Me.13.12 

it hall be given . Jfthen, we have by Gods 

grace, Faith-and the gifces of che > hk lee 

vs beccertaine that they ſhallremapne ſtil with 

vs, and looke by the leife ſame grace that they 

were freely bcſtowed vponvs, b the lame thep 

ſhall be kepte and. encreaſed .. Allo there is an 

other placeof the Apoſtle, chac. all chep which 21> 

Pere py p2edelkinate to lyfe. hall Afcerwarde be 
iuſified, aud.in che -ende_glozified: Jf 


theſe fower pointes, whereinis concained.the 
ſunmeofche 


of God, his chil: 
ozder one tothe other,bp 
decreeof God: wemuftebclude, 
@ albarc ourclection paler, p26 Epermanent, 
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; fir firitof allic is required we 
allour bearte, with all TOP 


12 wn 
faichfully a began 
' Aid finallp;thatwe cake good heeve toous 
7s fbv ſees, aboue alchings we be notpzeſunps+ 
_”— titous, And to theetwe,to keeps vs ſom it,itis 
fo "os, ot enough; þ we have no opinion of our (clues 
of oth ſel- no of our wozkes 7 bucas isis-wyperen in tho 
wes. Pſalmewwe muTuocdeſtreanp'thingithat isca 
P/al.+3r-1 High {02 vs, but be content withthar pozsin & 
mealure of grace; 'that it harh-pleaſev: God co 
beffowe vpon vs, and we mulk applie our ſelues 
&cco2ving co that power andmeanethathe hath 
x. nent - As D; Prter lapth ;Let eueryman 
ashchath receaued che gift, minifer the ſame 
' one t0 an other ag-a good houſdand ain ftewary 
ofthe graces and giftesof God; Fo 'if we haue 
receaued but two calentes., and will make as 
Freat traffiquo withih7, as hethathath receas 
ned fiie, this ts a-pxtſumption befoxe God,who' 
hath meaſuyevome arid p20pozeioned his _ 
pores nd nm frholſd cls 
$ acco into o gra 
and xifees which he hath beoweb.vponvs;: 7 | 
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= ofour felnes'to Fatiptic, amying | 


: \ Fe +: 463 5 EQ IPs COLT RT WOOL FI,” 4 + -aialds SR x — _ Þ® - Shs"; —— TT” + > 
4 _—_ ; : VP 3 by _ - 7 #, £4 * 
- y 
/ 
R * o 
Fa 
. , F . 
A 4 


lint ts 
aretobecondemnedofGod,if pjoceſſe bemade 
oucthete'fo2 vs; and we be to be itdged in this 
court: as S, Paulefairh/chat-all they whichure 6.; «0. 
vuder the law,are vudecthe Curſe:@inan other 2.cor.;.7. 
AvDe calleth thelawthe Pinifter of Deach, 
auivſpeakingtoGod pth:; Encernoc 2/4143: 
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inning Gaſt cultifted inthy ſight : Aifo-in an-o- 
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 anv'{tarres; 'the righteoufnes anditnno» 
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